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N.Obligation being laid v LEAR, Papi, co be 
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plait.. cen Reveal of 
that alone 3 as a: of that 


inticles us to the'Grace:: 

of the Chr By, no Vl the 
contameth all 1bings- 40: Solvatien 3: ſo that 

read therein, nor may be pi oy 
that it ſhould be beli an Article E F _ or be. 


or neceſſary to Salvatione he bv 3th 

But this ſtrikes off ſoman may fe Do@trines of the preſent Ro- 
man Church, whick are tiot-to be found it the Scriptiire,' nor have 
any countenance there 3 that they att" forced to fay, the Faith mice 
delivered to the Saints (mexxianed by-$. Fade). is.8 rg Re 
vercd in the Scripture 3 but we muſi ſeek. for.the eft in the. 
tions of the Church. Which Traditions, ſay teygur: ws 
ceived as a paxtef.che Raloof Faidny with-ahe amgRaligic 
veegrinethas as ihe tha heth CRnpannee TY 
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will appear before I have done) but they finally reſt for their ſatis- 
fa@torr in marrers of Faith fomewhere eſe 3 yet this being plauſibly 
pretended” by them, in their- own” Juſtification, that-they-follow 
Tradition 3 and in their Accuſations of us, that we forſake Tra- 
dition : I ſhall briefly let all our People ſee, who are not willing to 
be deceived, what' they are to Judge and fay in this buſineſs of 
Tradition. ,About, which a, great.. noi{e-is made, .as if we. durſt 
not ſtand to"fſt, and'as if they of: the Roman Church ftedfaſtly 
kept it, without any variation : neither of which is true, I ſhall 
plainly ſhew in this ſhort- Difcourſe, - 


The meaning; of the word. 


* Which for clearneſs ſake ſhalt begin with the meaning of the 
word TRADITION: which in Engliſh is no more than ge- 
littering unto another 3 and by a Figure, ſignifies the matter which is 


delivered, and among, Chriſtians, the Do&rine of onr Religitht deli- 
veret to us. And there being two ways of deliveri riyes 
to ns, either by writing 'or by word of month; 'itdigniftesVither 
them indiffercntly : the 'Scriptures; as you fhall fee preſently, being 
Traditions. But cuſtom hath determined this''word to the laſt of 
theſe ways, and diftinguilhed Tradition from Scriptures, or wri- 
tings: at leaſt from the: Holy Writings and made it lignifie thac 
which is not delivered. ia' the Holy Scriptures; os Writings, - For 
though the S$cripturebe/ Tradifion:alſo; and: the very firſt Tradition 
and the Fountain 'of all 'true/and ' legitimate: Antiquity; yet in 
common Language Traditions now are fuchantient DoQrines, as 
are conveyed to us ſome other way: whether by word of mouth, 
as ſome will have it, from one Generation-to another 3. or by hu- 
mane Writings, - which are. not- of the-{ame authority with the 
Holy- Scriptures. | & HL Ao d. 69 i $690744356 of TW 
= How to judge of them.” 

. Now there is no better; way. to judge aright of ſuch Traditions, 
' than by ccnlidering theſe foxy things. , — 
© Firſft,''The Authors of them, whence they-come. 
* Secondly,” The matter/ of then. ' ' © + 
-- Thirdly, Their Authority. - oy wofigl Wa 
" Fourthly, The means by which we come to know they derive 
themſelves from ſuch Authors as they pretend unto 3 and con- 
-  ſequently have any authority to demand admiſſion into our 
9 belicf, * & + 1. For 
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| 3 

5 * _ the fe he theſe, every CE ——_—_ confeſſes, that 
raditions fu w they, originally 
come, and: who is-the : on of thoſe Dodtrines to Chriſtian 

po who being told by the preſent Church, or any perſon in 
ic, that ſuch and ſuch Dodrives 'are tobe received, though not 
contained in tlic Holy Scriptures, becauſe. they are Traditions 3 ought 
in Conſcience to. inquire whom tho(e-Traditions come, or who 
firſt delivered them; By which means they. will be able to judge 
what credit is to be given tothem, when it is once cleared to them, 
from what Authors they really 'come. Now whatſoever -is deli- 
vered to.us in Chriſtianity, comes cither from Chriſt, or from his 
Apoſtles, or from the Charch (either in General, or in-part)or from 
private Dofors in the Church. There is nothing now called a 
Tradition in the Chriſtian World, but-proceeds from one or from 
all of theſe four Originals. 

2., And the matter which they deliver to us, (which is next ©o 
be conſidered) is either concerning that Faith, and. godly lite, | 
which is! neceſſary to: Salvation 3 - ox concerning Opinions, (Rites, 
Ceremonies, Cuftoms, and things belonging: to Quder,. Both which, 
as 1 ſaid, may be conveyed either by. writing. or without writing 3 
by the Divine, Writings,” or by Humane Writings; though theſe 
.£wo ways are not alike certain. - / / - | 

3- Now-it is evidenttgevery underſtandi that things of both 
ſorts which arc delivered to us, have their 4» from the:Cre- 
dic of the Author from whence. they tirſt:comes<.! '.If chat that be-Divine, 
their; Auchorityis- Diving. 3-if it be onely. Humanc, their Authority 
can, be no more.- And among Humane Authors, if their Credit be 
great, the Authority of what they deliver «yh if it be litcke, 
ics Authority is little: and acoggdingly* mul be accepen. Wc 
greater or leſſer Reverence./ of >: 

Upon which ſcore:whatſo crete be made 10 apPeas 
from Chriſt, it hath che bigheſt authority, anc dooght ip be ny 
with abſolute. ſubmiſſion to it, becauſe he is the 
likewiſe whatſoever appears to have been delivered 0 4 a 
in his Name, hath the ſame Authority 4. they being his Miniſters, 
fent by Him, as'He was by God the Father... bp Tadued a 
Divine Power, which atteſted unta them:;..- manner ,what 


ſoever is delivered by-the-Charch, hath ACE A thority which 
| the Church hath: which though it.-be not equal to the fore 
' ( the Church having no ſuch Divine , Power, nor infallible Judg- 


ment, as the Apoſtles had) yet is of ſuch weight and moment, that 
it 


_ 


[4] 
"je ought to be reverenced next totheirs. I mean, the ſenſe of the 
-whole Church ; which muſt be acknowledged alſo to be of greater 
or leſſer Authority, as it was nearer or farther off from the times 
'of the Apoſtles. What was delivered by their immediate Follow- 
ers, ought to weigh ſo much. with us, as-to have the greateſt Hu- 
mane Authority 5 ard to be look'd/ upon as little leſs than Di- 
vine. | The Univerſal conſent” of the next Generation. is an Au- 
thority approaching as near to the former, as the Apes doone tb 
another. But what is delivered in latter times, hath lefs humane 
Authority, though pretending to come, but without proof, from 
more early days:- and hath no Authority at all, if ie contradict the 
ſenfe of the Charch; when it was capable to be better acquainted 
with the mind of Chriſt, and of his Apoſtles. ; 

As for particular Churches, their: Authority ought to be reve- 
renced by every Member of them; when they profeſs co deliver 
ſincerely the ſenle of the Church Univerſal ; and when they de- 
termine, as they. have power 'to do, Controverſies of Faith, or de- 
cree Rites und Ceremonics(not contrary to God's Word) in which 
every one Gvght tontquieſce, ' © 7 en AB We) 

But we canhot ſaythe'fame of that which comes from any pri 
vate Doffor in the Church, Modern or Ancient: which can have 
no greater Authority than he himſelf was of 3; but is more or lefs 
credible, accordingas he was more or leſs diligent, knowing, and 
friAly religious. w SE NEED x EDIT 
- 4. Butt rv alt this, it is neceflary-that it do ſufficiently appear, 
thar ſich DoErines do really come (from thoſe Authors ,/-whoſe 
Traditions they pretend to be. This is the great, and the onely 
thing, about which there is any queſtion among ſober and judici- 
ous perſons. How to be ſufficiently aſſured, that any thing which 
is not delivered unto us in the Scriptures, doth certainly:come 3 
for 'inflances from -Chrfft, or his holy Apoſtles. For in this all 
Chriſtians are- agreed, that 'whatſGever was 'delivered by Chrift, 
from God che Father, or by the Apoſiles from-Chrift, is to be em- 
braced and firmly retained, whether it be written or not written : 
that makes no difference at all, if we can be certain it carne from 
Him, or them. For: what is contained: in the Holy Scripture, hath 
not ts Authority; becauſe it is written 3! bat becauſe it -came/from 
God: If Chriſt faid-a thing, ic is enough 3: we ought to fibmit 
unto it : -but we-muſt firſt know that he ſaid it ; and let the means 
of knowing it be what they will, if we cancertainly know He ſaid 
it, we yield to-it. — © FO h ws os 
n; But 
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[5] | 

” Bat how we can be certain ( et this diflance of time, from! his 
in the World) that any ing Now p! ing to it, was ſaid. 
by - Chriſt, which is not recorded in the Holy Seriptures's there is 
the buſineſs. And it is a matter of ſuch importance, that it cannot 
be expetted any man ſhould be ſatisfied without very evi- 
dence of it : but he may very reaſonably queſtion, whether many 
things be not fallly aſcribed unto Him, and unto his Apoſtles ; 
which never came from them. Nay, whether thoſe things which 
are affirmed to be the DoQrines of the Primitive Church, and of 
the whole Church, be not of ſome later Original 3 and of ſome 
particular Church, or private Do@ors in the Church : unto 
whoſe Authority that Reverence is not dne, which-ought tobe 

paild, and which we willingly give unto the former. T 
Now according to this fiate of the matter, any good Chriſtian 
among us (who is defirons to know the Trath, and to preſerve 
himſelf from Errour) may cafily diſcern what Treditions onght to 
be received, and held faſt; and what we are not bound unto, 
withont any alteration 3 and what are not to be received at all, 
but to be rejeted 3. and how far thoſe things are from being cre- 
dible, which the Roman Church now would obtrude” nponi ns; 
under the name of Apoſtolkica), or ancient Traditions; without a- 
ny Authority from the Holy Scriptures, or (in trath) any Authori- 
ty but their own, and fome private Doctors, whoſe Opinions can- 

not challenge an abſolute fubmifſkon to them. «© 
- But to give every one; that would be rightly informed, - fuller 
ſinefs. I ſhall nor content my- ſelf with rhis 
Generat Diſcourſe; but ſhall particularly and diftinRly ſhew what 
Tradittony we own, and heartily receive 3 #nd then what Traditiony 
we carmot own, but with good reafon refuſe. Theſe ſhall be the 
two Parts of this ſhort Treatiſe : wherein I] ſhall endeavour that 
our people: may be inftructed-not merely to rejeRtErrours,' but al- 
ſo to afum the Truth. ; RP {v4 FELL 
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__PARTL 
What Traditions we receive. 


I: A ND in the firſt place we acknowledge that what is now 
Holy Scripture, was once onely Tradition, properly ſo cal- 
led; that is, DoQtrine by word of mouth. In this we all agree, 


[63 
I ay, thatthe whole Goſpel or DeQtine of Chriſt, which is now 
upon record in thoſe Books, we call the Scriptreres 3 was once un- 
written, when it'was firſt preached by our bleſſed Saviour and his 
CO kick muſ} be noted, to remove that. ſmall Objeaion with 
which they of the Roman Church are wont to trouble ſome peo- 
ples/minds, merely from the Name of Traditions : which St. Paul 
in his Epililes, requires thoſe to whom ht writes, carcfully. to ob- 
ſerve 3. particularly in that famous place, 1 Thefſ. 2. 15. where we 
find this Exhortation, Therefore, Bretbren, ſtand faſt, and bold the 
Traditions which ye have been taught, whather by word, or our Epiſtle. 

; Behold, ſay they, here are things not written, but delivered by 
word of mouth; which the Theſſalonians are commanded to hold. 


Very true, (ſhould the people of our Church ſay, to thoſe that in- - 


{ic upon this ) . but, behold alſo, we beſeech you, what the Tradi- 
tions are of which the Apolile here writes z and mark alſo when it 
was that they were partly unwritten. | 
For the firit of theſe, it is manifeſt that he means by Traditions, 
the Dodrines which we now read in the holy Scriptures. For the 
very firlt word therefore, is an indication that this verſe is an .infe- 
rence, from what he had ſaid in the foregoing. Now the things 
he before treated of, are the grand DoErines of the Goſpel, or the. 
| way of Salvation revealed unto us by Chriſt Jeſus, from God the 
Father : who hath from the beginning ( ſaith he, v. 13, 14+ ) choſen 
you to Salvation, through ſandification of the Spirit, and belief of the 
truth, whereunto be hath called you, &c. This is the ſum of the Go- 


fpel :- and whatſoever he had delivered unto them about theſe 


xnatters, of their Sanfification, or of their Faith, or of their Salva- 
tion, by obtaining the glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (to which they 
were choſen, and called, through their SanGitication and Faith ) 


this he exhorts them to hold faſt ;, whether it was contained in 


this Epilile, or in his former preaching : fox he had not occaſion 
now to write all that he had formerly delivered by word of mouth. 

- Which afterward was put in writing : for mark ( which is the 
ſecond thing ) the time when ſome things remained unwritten 3 
which was, when this Epiſtle was ſent to the Theſſalonians. Then 
{ome things concerning their ſalvation, were not contained in this 
Letter.z but, as yet, delivered onely by word of mouth unto this 


Gherch; | Ifay; to this Church: fax it doth not follow, that all. 


Churches whatſoever, were, at the time of the writing of this E- 


pilile, without the DoGrine of the Goſpel compleatly written 3 


* becauſe 
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[7] 
becauſe among the Theſſalonians, ſome Traditions .or Dodrines 
were as yet unwritten. Which can in reaſon be exterded nofar- 
ther than to themſelves, and to this Epiſile 3 which did not-con- 
tain all the Evangelical DoQtrine, though other Writings, which it 
is poſſible were then extant in ſome otker Churches, did. 

And, I ſay, as yet unwritten in that Church 3 becauſe the Theſſa- 
lanians, no doubt, had afterward more communicated to them in 
writing, beſides this Epiſile, or the former either; viz. all-the 
Goſpels, and the As of Apoſtles, and other Apoſtolical Epiſtles, 
which we now enjoy. Which Writings, we may be conhdent, 
contain the Traditions which the Apoſile had delivered to the 
Theſſalonians, by word, concerning the Incarnation, Birth, Life, Mi- 
racles, Death, Reſurre&iion, 'and Aſcenſion of our bleſſed Saviour; 
and concerning the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, and the miſſion of the 
Apoſtles : and all the reft which is there recorded for our everlatt- 
ing inſtruction. 

And therefore it is in vain to argue from this place,that there are 
ſtill, at this day, ſome #nwritten Traditions, which we are to follow z 
unleſs the Apoſtle had ſaid, Hold the Traditions which ye bave been 
taught by word, which ſhall never be written. And' it is in vain for 
us to enquire after any ſuch Traditions, or to rely upon them 
when they are offered unto us; unleſs we were ſure that there 
was ſomething, neceflary to our Salvation, delivered in their Ser- 
mons, which was never to be delivered in writing 3 and unleſs 
we knew where to find it, as certainly as we do that which they 
have committed to writing, 

And it is to no more purpoſe to ſhew us the ward Tradition, in 
other places of St. PauPs Writings z particularly in the third 
Chapter of the ſame Epiſtle, v. 6. where, by Tradition, St. Chryſo- 
ftome underſtands the Apoſile's Example, which he had given them 
and (o it follows, v. 7. For your ſelves know how you ought to follow 


- #4, &c. or it may refer to the Commandment he had given them in 


his former Epifile, 4. 11. ( which the Reader may be pleaſed to 
compare with this ) but cannot with any colour be expounded to 
fignifie any DoQtrine of Faith, about which the Roman Church 
now contends with us. For it is plain, it hath reſpect to their 
good manners, and orderly living,: for the information of which, 
we need go no whither, but to the holy Scriptures z wherein we 
are taught fully enough, how we ought to walk, and pleaſe God 
in all things. | 

The ſame may be ſaid of that place, 1 Cor. 11. 2. Now I praiſe 
” x B | you, 


* hy 


(8] 
you, Brethren, that you remember me in all things, and keep the Tradi- 
tions (or Ordinances, as we render it, or Precepts, as the vulgar La- 
tin it ſelf hath it ) as 7 delivered them wnto you. For we are ſo ob- 
fervant of what he hath delivered, that we are confident, if Saint 
Paxl were now alive,and in this Church,he would praiſe us (as he 
doth the Corinthians) for keeping the Traditions as be delivered them ; 
and on the contrary, reprove and condemn the Roman Church, 
for not keeping them as they were firſt delivered. And we have 
good ground for this confidence 3 there being an inftance in that 
very Chapter, which demonſirates our fidelity in preſerving the 
very firſt Traditions, and their unfaithfulneſs in letting them go. 
For he telJs us, v. 23. that he had delivered to them what be had re- 
ceived of the Lord : and that which he received and delivered, 
was about the whole Communion (as you may read there and in the 
following verſes, 24, 25.) in both kinds; the Cp, as well as the 
Bread, Thus, be faith, the Lord appointed it, and thus he deli- 
vered it : and this Tradition we keep intire, as he received it of the 
Lord, and delivered it to his Church, in this Epiſtle > which is a 
part of the holy Scripture : whereas they do not keep it, but have 
broken this Divine Tradition, and give the Communion of Chrili's 


Body and Bloud otherwiſe than St. Pax! delivered, keeping the 


Cup from the People. 

By which I defire all, that love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity, to 
judge which Church keeps cloſeſt tothe Apoſtolical Tradition ( for 
ſo St. Par} calls this Do&rine of the Communion in both kinds; 
that which he delivered, or left as a Tradition with them) they that 
flick to what is unqueſtionably the Apoſtolical DoGtrine, or they 
that leave it, to follow thoſe Dodrines ( or Preſumptions rather ) 
which at the bcft, are very dubious and uncertain. 


And farther, I deſire all that read this Paper, to conſider whe- 


ther it be reaſonable to think, that thoſe Rites which have no 
Authority in the holy Scripture ( but were inſtituted: perhaps, by 


the Apoſtles) have been kept pure and uncorrupted, according to: - 


their firſt intention 3 when thoſe ſacred Rites ( for inſtance, the 
boly Exchariſt ) are not preſerved intire, which axe manifcfily or- 
daiped in the holy Writings. | 

And ſo much may ſerve tor the firſt thing : for it would: be too 
tong, to explain all the reſt of the places oft holy Scripture, which 
they are wont toalledge ( though the word Tradition be not men- 
tioned in them) to give a colour to their preſent pretences 3 how 


pertinently may be judged by theſe places now conlidered. 
Il. Se- 


= 
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IL Secondly then,.That Word of God which was onee tinwrit- 
ten, being now written, we acknowledge obr ſelves to be much in- 
debted to the Ghurch of God in all foregoing Ages, which hath 
preſerved the Scriptures, and delivered them down to-us, #9 his 
V/iord: which we ought to do unto thoſe that ſhall ſucceed tis 
as our Church teacheth us in its Twentieth Article, where the 
Church is affirmed to be 2 Witnef and a keeper of Fhly Writ, 

This Tradition we own 3 it being univerſal, continued, uninter- 
rupted, and undenied. Thongh, in truth, this is Tradition in a- 
nother ſence of the word; not fignifying the DoQtrine delivered 
unto us, but the manner and means of its delivery, 

And therefore, if any Member of onr Charch be preſſed by thofe 
of the Romi(h Ferfwafion, with this Argument, for their preſent 
Traditions, that Scripture it felf is come to us by Tradition, let ther 
anſwer thus : Very right, it is fo, and we thank God for it; there- 


fore let this be no part of our diſpute, it being a thing prefuppoſed 
Chri- 


in all Diſcourſes about Religion, thing agreed atriong all Che 
fan people, that we read the Word of God when we read: the 
holy Scriptures. Which being delivered to us, and accepted by 
us as his Word 3 we fee nonecefity of any other Tradition or Do- 
arine, which is not to be fonnd there, or cannot be proved from! 
thence : for they tell us, they arc able to make, even the men of 
God, wiſe unto Salvation. | 

And if they preſs you again, and ſay, How do you know that 
forne Books are Canonical, and others not; is it not bya conſtant 
Tradition? Anſwer them again in this manner : Yes, thisis trac 
alfoz and would to God you would ſtand to this univerſal Tra- 
dition, and receive no other Books, but what have been ſo deli- 
vered. But know withal, that this zniverſal Tradition of the 
Books of Scripture ( unto which you have added feveral Apocry- 
phal Writings, which have not been conftantly delivered, as thoſe 
we receive } is no part of the Tradition or Dottrine delivered. That _ 
is, no Dodtrine diftin from the Scriptures; but onely the intiru- 
ment or means of conveying that Dorine unto us. 

In ſhort, it is the fidelity of the' Church with whom the Canon 
of Scripture was depoſed 3 but is no more a Do&trine, not written 
in the Scripture, than the Tradition or delivery of the Code, or Book 
of the Civil Law, is any Opinion'or Law not written in that Code. 

And we are more aſſured of the fidelity of che Church herein, 
than the Civilians can be affured of che faichfulnefs of their Pre- 
deceffors in preſerving and delivering the Books of cheir Law to 

2 


" | B 2 E them; 
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them, becauſe theſe holy Books were always kept with a greater 
care, than any other Books whatſoever, and in the acceptance of 
them alſo, we find there was great caution uſed, that they might 
not be deceived : all Chriſtians looking upon them to be of ſuch 
importance, that all Religion, they thought, was concerned in 
them. 

Of which, this is an Argument, that they who ſought to deſiroy 
the Chriſtian Religion, in the primitive times, ſought nothin 
more than to deſtroy the Bible. Which they were wont to S——_ 
of thoſe who were ſuſpe&ed to be Chriſtians, to be delivered up 
to them, that they might burn it. And according as men beha- 
ved themſclves in this trial, ſo they were reputed to be Chriſtians, 
or not Chriſtians. And the Traditours, as they were called, that 
is, they who delivered the holy Scriptures into the hands of the 
Pagans, were look'd upon by Chriſtians, as men that were con- 
tent to part with their Religion. For which there could be no 
reaſon, but that they thought Chriſtian Religion to be therein con- 
tained, and to be betrayed by thoſe who delivered them to be 
burnt. 

By which I have proved more than I intended, in this part of 
my Diſcourſe; that in the holy Scriptures, the whole Will of God 
concerning our Salvation, is contained. Which is the true Que- 
tion between us and the Church of Rome : Not whether the Scri- 
pture be delivered to us as the Word of God, or no, ( in this our 
People ought to tell them we are all agreed ) but whether they 
have been delivered as the whole Will of God, And from that 
Argument now mentioned, and many more, we conclude, that U- 
niverſal Tradition having dirc&ed us unto theſe Books and no o- 
ther, they dire us ſufficiently, without any other Dodtines, unto 
God, and to our cvcrlalting reſt. 

And if chey urge you farther, and ſay, that the very Credit of 
the Scripture depends upon Tradition : tell them that it is a Speech 
not to be endured, if they mean thereby that it gives the Scripture 
its authority, ( and if they mean leſs, we are agreed, as hath been 
already (aid ) for it is to ſay, that Man gives authority to. God?s 
Word, Whereas in truth, the holy Scriptures axe not therefore of 
Divine Authority, becauſe the Church hath delivered them ſo to 


be; but the Church hath delivered them ſo tobe, becauſe it knew 


them to be of ſuch authority. And if the Church ſhould have 
conceived, or taught otherwiſe, of theſe Writings, than as of the 
undoubted Oracles of God 3 ſhe would have erred damnably in 
fuch-a Tradition. -4 
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E (hatl ſum up what hath been ſaid in this ſecond particular, in 
a few words. Chriſt and his Apoſtles ac firſt taught, the Church 
by word of mouth 3 but afterward that which they preached was 
by the commandment of God committed to writing, and delivered 
unto the Church, to the ground of our Faith. Which is no more 
than Irenews hath ſaid in expreſs words, (_L, 3. C. 1.) ſpeaking 
of them by whom the Goſpel came into all Nations : Which they 
then preached, but afterward, by the Will of God delivered unto us in 
the Scriptures, to be, in time to come, the Foundation and Pillar of our 
Faith. 

II. And farther we likewiſe acknowledge, that the ſum and 
ſubſtance of the Chriſtian Religion, contained in the Scriptures, 
hath been delivered down to us, even from the Apoliles days, in 
other ways or forrns, beſides the Scriptures. For inſtance, . in the 
Baptiſmal Vow, in the Creed, in the Prayers and H of the 
Church. Which we may call Traditions, if we pleaſe; but they 
bring down to us no new DoGrine, but onely deliver, in an abridg- 
ment, the ſame Chrittianity which we find in the Scriptures. 

Upon this there is no need that I ſhould enlarge 3, but I proceed 
farther to affirm, | 

IV. That we reverently receive alſo the unanimous Tradition or 
DoGdrine of the Church in all Ages, which determines the meaning 
of the holy Scripture, and makes it more clear and unqueſtionable 


” in any point of Faith, wherein we can find it hath declared. its 


ſence. For we look upon this Tradition as nothing elſe but the 
Scripture unfolded ; not a new thing, which is not in the Scriptures 
but the Scripture explained and made more evident. 

And thus ſome part of the Nicene Creed may be called a Tradi- 
tion; as it hath expreſly delivered unto us the ſence ofthe Church 
of God, concerning that great Article of our Faith, That Jeſus. 
Chrili is the Son of God, Which they teach us was always thus 
underſtood ; the Son of God, begotten of bis Father before all worlds, 
and of the ſame, ſubſtance with the Father, $ 

But this Tradition ſuppoſes the Scripture for its ground,. and 
delivers nothing but what the Fathers, aſſembled at Nice, believed 
to be contained there, and was firlt fetch'd from thence... For we 
find in Theodoret (L. 1 C. 6.) that the famous Emperour. Conſtan- 
tine, admoniſhed thoſe Fathers, in-all their Queſtions and. Debates, 
to conſult onely with theſe heavenly inſpired Writings 3. Becauſe. 
tbe Evangelical and Apoſtolical Books, and the Oracles of the old Pro- 
phers, daevidently inſtru} us what to think in Divine matters, This is. 


\ ” 
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io clear a Teſtimony, that in thoſe days they made this compleat 
Rule of their Faith, whercby they ended Controverhes, ( which 
was the reaſon that in ſeveral other Synods we find they were 
wont to lay the Bible before them) and that there is nothing in 
the Nicene Creed, but what is to be found in the Bible 3 that Car- 
dinal Bellarmine hath nothing to reply to it, but this: Conſtantine 
was indeed a great Emperour, but no great Door. Which is rather 
a Scoff, than an Anſwer; and caſts a fcorn not onely upon him, 
but upon that great Council, who, as the fame Theodoret, witne(- 
ſeth, afſented unto that Speech of Conſtantine. So it there follows 
in theſe words : The moſt of the Synod were obedient to what he had 
diſconrſed, and embraced both mutual Concord, and fonnd Dofirine. 

And accordingly, St. Hilary a little after extols his Son Conftan- 
tw for this, that he ated 25 che Scriptures 3 and blames him 
onely for not attending to the true Catholick ſence of them. His 
words are thefe, ( in his little Book which he delivered to Conftan- 
tins) Ttruly admire thee, O Lord Confiantius the Emperor, who de- 
bGreft a Faith according to what is written. They pretended to no 
other in thofe days; Cat (as he fpeaks a little after) look*d apon 
him that refuſed this, as Antichriſt, Tt was onely required that 


they ſhould receive their Faith out of God's Books, not merely ac- 


cording to the words of them, but according to their true meaning, 
( becauſe many fpake Scripture without Scripture, and pretended to 
Faith without Faith, as his words are) 3 and herein Catholick and 
conftant Tradition was to guide them. For whatſoever was con- 
trary to what the whole Church had received and held from the 
beginning, could not in reafon be thought to be the meaning of 
that Scripture which was altedged to prove it. And, on the 0- 
ther fide, the Church pretended tono more than to be a Witneſs 
of the received ſence of the Scriptures z which were the bottom 
upon which they-built this Faith. 

Thus t obferve Hegefippus faith, ( in Exſeb. his Hiſtory, L. 4. 
C. 22.) that when he was at Rome, he met with a great many Bi- 
ſhops, and that he received the very ſame Dofirine from them all, 
And then, a little after, tells us what that was, and whence they 
derived it; faying, That in every ſucceſſion of Biſhops, and in every Ci- 
ty, ſo they beld 3 as the Law preached, and as the Prophets, and as the 
Lord. That is, according to the DoQrine of the Old and New 
Teſtament. | 

' I ſhall conclude this particular with a pregnant paſſage, which 
I remember in a famous Divine of our Church, (Ur. Fackson, = 
1 is 
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his | ma of che Catholick Church, Chap. 2 2.) who writes to this 
effeR : 7 FE Was | 

That Tradition which was of. ſ@ much uſe in the Primitive 
Church, was not #nwritten Traditions or Cuſtoms, commended or 
ratified by the ſuppoſed infallibility of any viſible Church, but did 
eſpecially conſiſt in the Confeſſions, or Regiſters of particular Chur- 
ches. And the unanimous conſent of ſo many ſeveral Churches, 
as exhibited their Confeſſions to the Nicene Council, out of fuch 


Forms as had been framed and taught before this Controverlie a- 


roſe, about the Divinity of Chriſt } and that voluntarily and free- 
ly ( theſe Churches being not dependant one upon another, nor 
overſwayed by any Authority over them, nor. miſled by FaQion to 
frame their Confeſſons of Faith by imitation, or according to ſome 
pattern ſet them) was a pregnant argument,that this Faith where- 
in they all agrecd, had been delivered to them by the Apoſiles and 
their Followers, and was the true meaning of the holy Writings in 
this great Article 3 and evidently proved, that Arias did obtyxade 
ſuch interpretations. of Scripture, as had not been heazd of before;z 
or were but the ſence of ſome private perſons.in the Charch, and 
not of the generality of Belieyers. =_— 
In ſhort, the unanimous. conſent of ſo many' diſtin& viſible 
Churches, as exhibited their ſeveral Confeſſions, Catechiſms, or 
Teſtimonies of their own or Forefathers Faith, unto the Conncil of 
Nice, was an axygument, of; the ſame force and ctficacy. againit Arigg 
and his .Partakers,, as the, general conſent and practice of all Na» 
tions, in worſhippivga Nivine Power. in all Ages, isagainſt 4tbeiſty. 
Nothing, but the ingrafted. notion of.a Deity, could have induced 
ſo many ſeveral Nations, ſo much different. in natural diſpeſition, 
in civil Diſcipline, and Education, to affe& or praGiiſe. the duty of 
Adomtian., And, nathing but. the: evidence of 1he ingraftedwor{ 
Cas St. Fames calls: the Golpel). delivered by Chriſt and his Apo» 
files in the holy Scriptures, could have kept ſo many. ſeveral 
Churches, as communicated: their Confeffons unto that Council, 
in the. unity of. the ſame Faith, 

The: like may be ſaid of: the. reſt of the fowr firſt General Coun- 
cils , whoſe Decrees are a great confirmation of- our belief, becauſe 


 theydeliver to us the conſent of the Churches of Chriſt, in- thoſe 


great Truths which they affert out of the holy Scriptures. 

And could there any Traditive Interpretation of the whole Scri- 
pture be produced upon. the Authority of ſuch Original Tradition, 
as that now named, we would moſt thankfully and joytully: receive 


*. . 
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it. But there never was any ſuch pretended 3 no, not by the 
Roman Church, whoſe Doctors differ among themſelves about 
the meaning of hundreds of places in the Bible. Which they 
would not do ſure, nor ſpend their time unprofitably in making 
the beſt conjectures they are able 3 if they knew of any expolition 
of thoſe placcs in which all Chriftian DoQors had agreed from the 
beginning, 

V. Bur morc than this, we allow that Tradition gives us a con- 
fiderable aſſiſtance in ſuch points as are not in ſo many letters and 
{ſyllables contained in the Scriptures, but may be gathcred from 
thence, by good and manifeti reaſoning. Or, in plainer words 
perhaps, whatſoever Tradition juſtifies any DoGrine that: may be 
proved by the Scriptures, though not found in expreſs terms there, 
we acknowledge to be of great uſe, and readily receive and follow 
it 3 as ſerving very much to eſtabliſh us more firmly in that Truth, 
when we ſee all Chriſtians have adhered to it. 

This may be called a confirming Tradition : of which we have 
an inſtance in the Dodtrine of Infant-Baptiſm ; which ſome an- 
cient Fathers call an Apoftolical Tradition. Not, that it cannot be 
proved by any place of Scripture 3 no ſuch matter : for though 
we do not find it written in ſo many words that Infants are to be 
baptiſed, or that the Apoſfiles baptiſed Infants 3 yet it may be 
proved out of the Scriptures, and the Fathers themſelves, who call 
® an Apoſtolical Tradition, do alledge teftimonies of the Scriptures 
to make it good. And therefore we may be ſure they comprehend 
the Scriptutes within the name of Apoftolical Tradition \, and be- 
lieved that this DoQrine was gathered out of the Scriptures, 
though not expreſly treated of there. 

In like manner we, in this Church, affert the authority of Bi- 
{hops above Presbyters, by a Divine right; as appears by the Book 
of Conſecration of Biſhops, where the perſon to be ordained to this 
Ofhce, expreſfcs his belict, That he is truly called to this Miniſtra- 
tion, according to the will of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. Now this we 
are perſ{waded may be plainly enough proved to any man that is 
ingenuous, and will fairly conſider things, out of the holy Scri- 
ptures, without the help of Tradition : but we alſo take in the al- 
fiftance of this for the conviction of. gain- ſayers 3 and by the per- 
petual praftice and Tradition of the Church from the beginning 
confirm our Scripture-proofs ſo (trongly , that he ſeems to us very 
obſtinatc, or extreamly prejudiced, that yields not tothem. And 
therefore -to make our DcEtrine in this point the more authentick, 
| Our 
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we ſhould not look uyon it asa. genuine Apoſtolical Tradition. 
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our Church hath put both theſe Proofs together, in the Preface to 
the Form of giving Orders 3 which begins in theſe words : 'It is e- 
vident unto all men, diligently reading boly Scriptare and ancient An- 
thors, that from the Apoſtles time there have been three Orders of Mini- 
fters in Chrift"s Church, Biſhops, Priefls, and Deacons. 

I hope no body among, us is ſo weak, as to imagine, when he 
reads this, that by admitting Tradition to be of ſuch uſe and force 
as | have mentioned,we yield too much to the Popiſh Cauſe, which 
ſupports it ſelf by this pretence, But if any one ſhall ſuggeſt this 
to any'of our people, let them reply, That it is but the pretence, 
and onely by the Name of Tradition, that the Romiſh Church ſup- 
ports it ſelf : For true Tradition is as great a proof Againſt Popery, 
as it is For Epiſcopacy. The very foundation of the Pope's Empire 
(which is, his ſucceſſion in St. Peter's Supremacy ) is utterly ſubver- 
ted by this; the conſtant Tradition of the Church being evidently 
againſt it, And therefore ler-us not loſe this Advantage we have 
againſt them, by ignorantly refuſing to receive true and conſtant 
Tradition which will be ſo far from leading us into their Church, 
that it will never ſuffer us to think of being of it, while it remains 
{ſo oppotite to that which-is truly Apoſtolical. "3; oh 

I conclude this with the DircQion which our Church gives to 
Preachers in the Book of Canons, 1571, ( in the Title Concionato- 
res) That no man ſhall teach the people any thing to be beld and belie- 
ved by them religiouſly, but what is conſentaneous to the Dodrine of the 
Old and New Teſtament, and what the Catholick Fatherrand ancient 
Biſhops have gathered out of that very DoGrine. This is our Rule, 
whereby we are to guide our ſelves;which was ſet us on purpoſe to 
preſerve our Preachers from broaching any idle, novel, or Popiſh 
Dodtrines 3 as appears by the concluſion of that InjunRion : Vain 
and old Wives Opinions, and Herefies, and Popiſh Errours, abborring 
from the Dofrine and Faith of Chriſt, thy ſhall not teach ; nor any 
thing at all whereby the unskjlful. multitude may be inflamed either to 
the ſtudy of Novelty, or to Contention. 7 

VI. But though nothing may be taught as a piece of Religion, 
which hath not the forenamed Original 3 yet: 1 muſt adde, that 
thoſe things which have been nniverſally believed, and not contra- 
ry to Scripture, though not written at all there, nor to be proved 
from thence, we do receive as pious Opinians. For inſtance, the 
perpetual Virginity of the Mother of God our Saviour 3 which is {0 
likely a thing, and ſo univerſally received, that I do not ſee why 
VH.1 
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. . VV. I have but one thing tnore to adde, which is, that weal- 
low alſo the Traditions of the Church, about niatcers of Order, 
Rites, and Ceremonies. Onely we dv not take chem to be pares of 
God's Worſhip; and if they be not appointed in the holy Seri- 
ptures, we believe they may be altered by the fare or the like au- 
thority, with that which ordained them. So onr Chatch hath 
excellently and fully reſolved us concerning fach rhatters, in the 
XXXI1IV Article of Religion 3 where there are three things afferted 
concerning ſuch Traditions as theſe. | 

Firſt, Tt is not neceſſary that Traditions and Ceremonies ( they are 
the very tirſt words of the Article ) be in all places, one or miterly a- 
like : for at all times they have been divers, anl may be changed ac» 
corling to the diverſities of Countries, times, and 'mens manners, ſovhat 
nothing be ordained againſt God's Word. But 'then to prevent all. 
diſorders and confutons, that men might make in the Church, 'by 
followipg their own private fancies and humours the next thing 
which is decreed, is this :. 
 .; Second{y, That whoſoever through his own'private ji , wil- 
lingly and purpoſely dath openly break, the Trattitions and Girtmonits of 
the Churoh, which be not repugnant to the Word of Godl, and be rduin- 
ed and approved by common aitthority; wght to be rebuked openly 

(* that others may fear to do the Tike ) as he that offendeth againſt the 
common Order of the Church, and hurtcth the Authority of the Magi- 

ſtrate, and woundeth the Conſcierces df the weak, Brethren. | 

_. Lafly,It is thee declared, That everypuriicntar or National Obardb, 

bath authority to ordain, change, and aboliſh Ceremonies. or 'Rites-»vf the 

Chureh, ordained onely by man*s anthority, ſo that dll things be done v0. 
edifying. "ny | 

This is ſufficient to.ſhcew what we believe concerning Tradittons, 

about matters of Order and Decency. 
VII. As for what is dclivered:in matters of Dodtrine, or Order, 
by any private Doctor in the Church, or by any-particular Church, 
it appears by what hath been ſaid, that it cannot be daken to'be 
more than the private Opinion of that inan, or the particular/De- 
cree of that Church, and can have no'more authority than they. 
have :. that is, cannot oblige all Chriſtians, unleſs it be contained 
in the holy Scripture. | 

Now-ſuch are the Traditions which the Roman Church would. 
impoſe upon us, and impoſe upon us after a ſtrange faſhion, as you 

{hall ſee in the Second Part of this Diſcourſe : unto which I ſhall-pro- 

cced-preſently, when 1 have left with'you this btief RefleQion on 


What hath been faid.in this Fir Part... Our. J 
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"Our people may hereby be admoniſhed not to ſuffer themſelves 
to be deceived and abufed by words and empty names, without 
their ſence and — ng is more common than this 3 
eſpecially in the buſineſs of Tred#/onr, About which a great ſtir 
is raiſed 3 and it is cammon]y given out, that we refuſe all Tradi- 
tions. Than which, nothing is more falſe : for we'refufe none 
truly fo called ; chat is, DNoctrines delivered by Chrif}, or his Apo- 
les. No, we sefule nothing at all, becauſe it js wawritten 3 but 
merely becauſe we are not ſure ic is delivered þy that Authority.to- 
which we ought to ſubmit, | 
Whatever is delivered to us by aur Lord and his Apoliles, we 
eceive as the very word of Got] 4 which we think, is {Jufficigntly, 
dedaxed: inthe haly Scriptures, But if avy/can, centaloly, proves: 
by. any Authority: equal to that: which keiogs che $eiptures 4915, 
that there is anything tic delivered by chem, we xecire that allo.' 
The Controverſic will foon be at an and : for we ————_—_ 
embrace it, when any ſuch thing can be produ | 
Nay, wchave that revecence for.thoſe who Gicceeded, the Apo- 
Rles, that what they thaveunanimonflydelivexed to. us, as theifrpe 
of any doubrful place, we receive t,. and ſock no farther... Thas 
is modifpute, whothcrios no we'thould entertain dt. ; 
Tothe Decrees-ofthe:Chusch alſo we ſubmit in matters of Ne- 
ency and Order; yea, andacquieſce in its autharity, when it de- 
termines doubtful Opinions. 
'But we cannot receive that-as a Dakine af Chriſt, which we 
know is but the Tradition of man 3 nor ikeep theQrdinances.of 
the ancient/Church in-mattexs of Decency, fo unaltexably.as never 
to vary'from 'them ; becauſethey themſelves did nat intend chem. 
to be of :everlaſting obligation. As appears by the changes that 
have been made in ſeveral times-and places; even-in ſome: things 
which are mentioned in the holy Scxiptures,:beipg-but Cuſtoms fi 
ted to:thoſe Ages and: Countries. ; 3g 
In ſhort, "Traditions we :do receive 3: but. not all that are called 
by-that-name. Thoſe which have ſufficient Autbority, 3 but nat 
thoſewhich-are impoſed upon us, by the eros Par- 
ticular Church, aſſuming ai power .over all the xcſt. .. And.fo-I 
_ come tothe Second Part. | 
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PART IL 
What Traditions we do not recerve. 


J. = in the firſt place we do not believe that there is any 
Tradition which contains another Word of God, which is not 
in the Scripture, or cannot be proved from thence. In this con- 
fiſts the main difference between us and them of the Romiſh Per- 
ſwaſion, who affirm that Divine Truth which we are all bound to 
receive, to be partly written, partly delivered by word of mouth 
without writing. Which is not onely the affirmation of the 
Council of Trent, but delivered in more expreſs terms, in the Pre- 
face to the Roman Catechiſm, drawn up by their order; where we 
 finde theſe words ( towards the conclufion of it ) The whole Do- 
Grine to be delivered to the faithful, is contained in the Word of God ;, 
which (Word of God) ts diſtributed into Scripture and Tradition. 

This is a full and plain declaration of their mind z with which 
we can by no means agree, for divers unanſ{werable reaſons, 

I. Not onely becaufe the Scriptures teſtifie to their own perfe- 
&ion ; which they affirm to be ſo great, as to be able to compleat 
the divineſt men in the Church of Chriſt, in all points of heavenly 
wiſdom, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16, 17. but, 

2. Becauſe the conſtant Tradition of the Church ( even of the 
Roman Church anciently) is, that in the Scriptures we may find 
all that is neceflary to be known and believed to ſalvation. I 
muſt not till up this Paper with Authorities to this purpoſe 3 but 
we avow this unto the people of our Church for a certain Truth, 
which hath beer: demonſtrated by many of our Writers, who have 
ſhewn that the ancient DoGors univerſally ſpeak the language of 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. 4. 7. Not to think above that which is written. 1 
will mention onely theſe memorable words of Tertul/ian, who is as 
earneſt Advocate as any for ritual Traditions, but having to deal 
with Hermogenes in a queſtion of Faith, Whether all things in the 
beginning. were made of nothing, urges him in this manner. I have. 
no where yet read, that all things were made out of a ſubje& mate 
ter. If it be written, let thoſe of Hexmogenes his ſhop ſhew it \ if it 
be not written, let them fear that woe which is allotted ta ſuch as adde 
or take away. The very ſame Anſwer ſhould our People make to 


thoſe that would have them receive any thing as an Article of 
| Faith, 
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Faith, which is not delivered to them by this truly Apoſtolical 
Church wherein we live. IF it be written, let us ſee it; if it be not, 
take heed how you adde to the undoubted Word of God. We receive 
the holy Scriptures, as able to make us wiſe to ſalvation. So they 
themſelves tell us 3 and ſo runs the true Tradition of the Church : 
which you of the Romiſh Perſwaſion have forſaken ; but we ad- 
here unto. 

. And we have this farther reaſon ſo to do, becauſe if part of 
God's Word had been written, and part unwritten, we cannot but 
believe there would have been ſome care taken, in the written 
Word, not onely to let us know ſo much, but alſo inform us whi- 
ther we ſhould reſort to find it, and how we ſhould know it; if it 
be abſolutely neceſſary for us to be acquainted with it. But there 
is no ſuch notice, nor any ſuch directions left us3 nor can any man 
give us any certain Rule to follow in this matter, but onely tHfis : 
To examine all Traditions by the Scripture, as the ſupreme Rule of Faith, 
and to admit onely ſuch as are conformable thereunto. 

4. For which we have fill this farther reaſon, that no ſooner 
were they that firſt delivered and received the holy Scriptures gone 
out of the world, but we find men began to adde their own fancics 
unto the Catholick Truth 3 which made it abſolutely neceſſary to 
keep to the Tradition in the holy Scriptures, all other growing un- 
certain. This is obſerved by Hegeſippus himſelf (in Exſeb.1.3.c.32.) 
that the Church remained a chaſt Virgin, and the Spouſe of Chriſt, till 
the ſacred Quire of the Apoſtles, and the next Generation of them, who 
had had the honoxr to be their Auditors, were extiu@ 3. and then there 
began a plain Conſpiracy of impiows, atheiſtical errour, by the fraud of 
Teachers, who delivered other Dofrine. Which was a thing Saint 
Paul fearcd even in his own life-time, about the Church of Corinth. 
(2 Cor. 11. 3.) left the Devil, like a wily Serpent, ſhould beguil 
them, and corrupt their minds from the original ſimplicity of. the 
Chriſtian Doctrine wherein they: were firſt inſtructed. And if it 
were attempted then, it was leſs difficult, and. therefore more en- 
deavourcd afterward 3 as ſhall appear anon by plain Hiſtory, which. 
tells how ſeveral perſons pretended they received this and that 


| from an Apoſtle. Some of which Traditions were preſently rejc- 


&<cd 3 otners received, and afterwards found to be impoſtures.. 
Which ſhews there was ſo much falſe dealing in the caſe, that it. 
was hard for men to know what was truly Apoſtolical. in thoſe. 
days, if it came to them this way onecly ; and therefore impoſlible. 
to. be. diſcerned by us now, at this great diſtance of time from the. 
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Apoſiles, who we know delivercd the trite Faith 3 but we have no 
reaſon to rely upon tnere Tradition, without Scripture, for any 
partof that Faith; wheri we fee what Cheats were put upon men 
by that means, ever then when they had better helps to detect 
thern than we have. 

It is true, the Fathers ſorietime urge Tradition as a proof of 
what thcy ſay. But we mult know, that the Scriptures were not 
preſently communicated among ſome barbarous Nations 3 and 
rhere were ſome Hereticks a!ſo who either denicd the Scriptures, or 
ſome part of them: and m theſe caſes it was neceflary to appeal 
to the Tradition that was in the Church 3 and to convince thera 
by the Do&rine taught cvery where by all the Biſhops. But that 
(mark this, I pray you) of which they convinced them by this Ar- 
gurpert, was nothing but what is taught in the Scripture. 

5. With which we cannot ſuffer any thing to be equalled in 
authority, unleſs we would ſee it conhrmed by the ſame or <qual 
Teſtimony. This ts the great reaſon of all, why we cannot admit 
any unwritten Traditions to be a part of the Word of God,which 
we are bound to believe, becauſe we cannot find any truths ſode- 
livered to us, as thoſe in the holy Scriptures. They come to us with 
as full a teſtimony as can be deſired, of their Divine Original; but 
fo do none of thoſe things which are now obtruded on us by the 
Romiſh Church, under the name of Traditions or wnwritten Word 
of God. 

For the Primitive Church had the very firſt Copies and anthen- 
tick Writings of thofe Books called the New Teftament, delivered 
by the Apoſtles own hands to them. And thoſe Books confirm the 
Scriptures of the Old Teftament : and they were both delivered to 
Poſterity by that Primitive Ghurch, witneſſing from whom they 
received them 3 who carefully kept them as the moſt pretious 
Treafure : fo that this written Word hath had the general appro- 
bation and teſtimony of the whole Church of Chriſt in every Age, 
until this day, witneſſing that it is Divine. And it hath been the 
conſtant bulineſs of the Doors of the Church, to expound this 
Word of God to the People : and their Books are full of Citations 
out of the Scripture; all agreeing in ſubſtance with what we now 
read in them, Nay, the very Enemies of Chriſtianity, ſuch as 
Celſus, Porphyry, Fulizn, never queſtioned but theſe are the Wri- 
tings of which the Apoliles were the Authors, and which they de- 
livered. Beſides, the Marks they have in themſelves of a Divine 


Spirit, which indited them, they all tending to breed _—_— 
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ferve in men a- ſenſe of God, and to make them traly vertu- 
OUS. | 
Not one word of which can be ſaid for any of thoſe wnwritten 
Traditions, which the Roman Church pretend to be a part of 
God's Word. For we have no teliimony of them in the holy 
Scriptures. Nor doth the Primitive Church affirm ſhe received 
them from the Apotiles, as ſhe did the written Word, Nor have 
they the perpetual conſent and general approbation of the whole 
Church ever fince. Nor are they frequently quoted, as the words 
of Scripture are upon all occaſions, by the Dodors of the Church. 
Nor do we find them to be the Doctrine, which was conſtantly 
taught the People. Nor is there any notice taken of them by 
the enemies of our Faith, whoſe Aſſaults arc all againii.the-Scri- 
ptures. In ſhort, they are ſo far from having any true authority, 
that counterfeit Teſtimonies and forged Writings have been their 
great Supporters. Beſides the plain drift of tham, which is not 
to make all men better, but-'to make ſome richer 3 and the mani- 
felt danger-men are in by many of them, to be drawn away ;from 
God, to put their-trutt and confidence in Creatures, As:might;be 
ſhewn. .if this Paper would contain ic, ;jn their Docrines of Papal 
Supremacy, Purgatory, Invocation of S aints, Image-Worſhip, and di- 
vers others. 

Concerning which, we fay, as St. Cyprian dath to Pompeiue, 
about another matter : i1f at be. commanded in the Goſpels, or mm the 
Epiſtles of the Apoſtles, or in their As, that they ſhould not be bap- 
#ifed rho retuen. from any Herefie, but .onely be received by impoſition 
of bande, LET THIS DIVINE and HOLY 1K 4A- 
DITION BE OBSERVED. The fame ay we, if 
there bc any thing in the. Goſpels, in the Epiſtles, in the As, con- 
cerning lavacations of Saints, concerning the praying Souls out 
of Purgatory, &c. let that divine, that holy :Tradition be obſer- 
ved Futit it be not there, What objtinacy-ts this ( as ittollows a: 
lictle after in chat Epilt. L. 24. ) what preſumption, to prefer: bu- 
mane Tradition, before the Divine Diſpoſetian or Qrdinance £ 

A great deal moxe there is in that place, and in others of that 
holy Martyr, to bring all to the {axrce, tbe root, . the origins! of the 
Divine Tradition , for then humane errour ceaſes : Which original 
Tradition he athrms to be what 1s delivered in the holy. >cri- 
pturez 3 Which delivering to us the whole Will of God concern-- 
ing us, we look after no other Tradition» but. what. explains and 


confirms, and is conſonant ty this. For we. believe that what 4s- 
delivered; 
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delivered to us by the Scriptures, and what is delivered: by true 
Tradition, are but two ſeveral ways of bringing us acquainted 
with the ſame Chriſtian Truth, not with different parts of that 
Truth. | | 

And fo I have done with the firſt thing 3 the ſum of which, is 
this : We do not receive any Tradition or Doctrine to ſupply 
the defect of the Scripture, in ſome neceſſary Article of Faith 
which DoGrines they of Rome pretend: to have one and the fame 
Author with the Scripture, iz. God : and therefore to be recci- 
ved with the ſame pious affecion and reverence, But cannot 
. tell us where we may find them, how we ſhall diſcern true from 
falſe, nor give us any aſſurance of their Truth, but we muſt take 
them purely upon their word. | 


Now how little reaſon we have to truſt to that, will appear in 
the ſecond thing I have to adde 3 which is this : 


IT. That we dare not receive any thing whatſoever, merely up- 
on- the Credie of -the Roman Church ; no not that divine, that 
boly Tradition before ſpoken of, viz. the Scripture. Which we 
- do not believe onely- upon their teſtimony, . both becauſe they are 
but a part of the Church, and therefore not the ſole Keepers of 
Divine Truth 3 and they are a. corrupted part who have not 
approved themſelves faithful in the keeping what was committed 
to them. | 

Let our People diligently mark this, That Traditions never 
were, nor are now, onely in the keeping of the Roman Church : 
and that theſe things are widely different the Tradition of the 
whole Church, or of the greateſt and beſt part of it 3 and the Tra- 
dition of one part of the Church, and the leaft part of itz and 
the worſt part alſo and moſt depraved. _.. | 

What is warranted by the Authority of the whole Church, I 
have (hewn beforc, we reverently receive: but we cannot take that 
for current Tradition, which is warranted onely by a ſmall part of 
the Church, and we give very little credit to what is warranted 
onely by that part of it which'is Roman. Becauſe, | 


I. Firſt, This Church hath not preſerved ſo carefully as other 
Churches have done, the firſt and original Tradition, which is in 
the Scriptures 3 but ſuffered them to be ſhamefully corrupted. 
Every one knows that there is a Latin YV#lgar Edition of = 
| | ; Bible 
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Bible ( which they of that Church prefer before the Original ) 
none of which they preſerved heretofore from manifeſt deprava- 
tions 3 nor have been able, fince they were told of the faults, to 
purge away 3 ſoas to canonize any Edition without permitting 
great.numbers in their neweſt and moſt approved Bibles. Ifidore 
Clarins in his Preface to his Edition, complains that he fourd 
theſe holy Writings defaced with innumerable errours: Eight 
thouſand of which, that he thought moſt material, he ſaith he a- 
mended 3 and yet left he knew not how many leflcr ones un- 
touched : After which ( the Council of Trent having vouched 
this Vulgar Latine Edition, for the onely authentick ) Pope 
Sixtus the Fifth, publiſhed, out of the ſeveral Copies that were 
abroad, one which he ſtraightly charged to be reccived, as the 
onely true Vulgar z from which none ſhould dare to vary in a 
tittle, And yet two years were ſcarce paſſed, before Clemens the 
Eighth, found many defeats and corruptions (till remaining in that 
Edition ; and therefore publiſhed another with the very ſame 
charge, that none elſe ſhould be reccived. 

Which evidently ſhews they have ſuffered the holy Books to be 
ſo fouly abuſed, that they know not how to amend the errours 
that are crept into them 3 nor can tell which is the true Bible. 
For theſe two Bibles thus equally authoriſed, as the onely au- 
thentick ones, abound not onely with manifeſt diverfitiesz but 
with contradictions, or contrarieties, one to the other. Whereby 
all Romaniſts are reduced to this miſerable neceſſity, cither to 
make uſe of no Bible at all ; or to fall under the Curſe of Sixtus, 
if he make uſe of that of Clement; or the Curſe of Clement, if he 
uſe the Bible of S;xtus. For they are both of them enjoyned 
with the excluſion of all other Editions 3 and with the penalty of 
a Curſe upon them, who diſobey the one or the other 3 and it is 
impollible to obey both. p | 

This might be ſufficient to demonſirate how unfaithful that 
Church hath been, in the weightieft concerns. Whereby all the 
Members of it are plunged beyond all power of redemption, into 
a diſmal neceſſity, either of laying aſide the Scriptures, or of of- 
fending againſi the ſacred Decrees (as they account them ) of one 
or other of the heads of their Church ( which ſome take to be in-, 
fallible) and being accurſed of them. | 

2, But for every one's fuller fatisfaction, it may be fit farther 


to repreſent how negligent they have bcen in prefervivg other 
& D Tradi- 


( 24 ] 

Traditions, which were certainly once in the Church, but now 
utterly loſt, There is no queſtion to be made, but the Apotiles 
taught the firli Chriſtians the meaning of thoſe hard places which 
we tind in their and other holy Writings. ECut who can tell 
us where to find certainly ſo much as one of them? And there- 
fore where is the fidelity of this Church, which boalts ſo much to 
be the Keeper of ſacred Traditions? For nothing is more defi- 
rable than thoſe Apoſtolical Interpretations of Scripture z no- 
thing could be more uſeful 3 and yet we have no hope to meet 
with them either there, or indeed any where elſe. ' Which is no 
reproach to other Churches, who do not pretend to more than is 
written z but refle&s much upon them, and difcredits them, who 
challenge the power of the whole Church intirely, and would paſs 
not onely for the fole Keepers and Witneſſes of Divine Truth ; 
but for careful preſervers of it. For of what ſhould they have 
been more carcfu] than of theſe uſcful things, whereof they can 
tell us nothing ? when of unprofitable Ceremonies they have 
moſt devcutly kept, if we could believe them, a very great num- 

ber. | 
3. They te} us indeed of fome doctrinal Traditions alſo which 
they have religiouſly preſerved, but mark I beſeech you with 
what ſincerity. For tojuſtitie theſe, they have forged great num- 
bers of Writings and Books under the name of ſuch Authors, as 
it is evident had no hand in them 3 which is another reaſon 
why we cannot giye credit to their reports, if we have no other 
authority, There are very few perſons now that are ignorant 
how many Decretal Epiſtles cf the ancient Biſhops of Rome have 
been deviſed, to eſtabliſh the Papal Empire 3 and how ſhamcfully 
a Donation of Conſtantine hath bcen pretended, wherein he gave 
away the Roman Empire and all its Rights to the Pope. Which 
puts me in mind ( as a notoricus proot of this ) of the Forge- 
rics that are in the Breviary it ſelf, where we rcad of Conftantine's 
Leprolie, and the cure of it by Sylveſter's baptizing him ( which 
arc egregious Fables ) and of the Decrees of the {econd- Ruman 
Synod under that Pope Sylveſtes z wherein the Breviary affirms 
Phetinus was condemned : when all the world knows that Ph;- 
tinus his Herctie did not ſpring up till divers years after the death 
of Sylvejter. And there are ſo many other Arguments which 
prove the Decrees of that Synod to be a vile forgery, thit we may 
{&e, by the way, what reafon they have to keep their Liturgy in 
an 
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an unknown Language 3 Jeſt the people perceiving, what untruths 
they are taught, inficad of God's: Word, ſhould! abhor that Di- 
vine Service, as juſtly they might, whicts is-ſtuffed with ſo many 
Fables. I_ 

It would be endleſs to ſhew. how many paſſages they: have 
foiſted into:ancient Writers to countenance their Traditions, par- | 
ticularly: about the: Papal Supremacy: 3- by which ſo great a man 
as Thomas Aquinas was deceived:; who frequently: quotes Autho= 
rities which are mere Forgeries, though not invented: by himy I 
verily: think, buc impoſed upon; himiby: tlie fraud: which had: been 
long practiſed in that Church. For we find that the Canons 
of ſa famous. and univerſally known Comnoil as that of the firſt ac 
Nice,. have been falſcly-alledged even: by Popes themfelves! Boni- 
face for inſtance, and Zefimur alledged a'counterfeit Nicens Canon 
to the African Biſhops in the ſixth Council: of Carebaps';, who to 
convince the falſe dealing of theſe Popes, ſought out with great 
hbour and: diligence, the ancient and authentick. Copies of .the 
Nicene Canons3 and: having obtained: them:both from Alexandria 
and from Conſtantinople, they found them:for number andfor{erice: 
to be the very: lame' which themſtlves already had ;- but: not:one 
word in them of- what' the Popes pretended, The ſame: Imight 
ſay of Pope Inneeent, and others, whom 1 purpoſely omit, becauſe i 
ſiudy: brevity, 

4. And have this fartties to adde, that/as:they have pretended: 
Tradition, where there is none-; ſo- where'ther&is, they have lefe 
that Tradition : and'therefore have no reaſon-to expe@ thar'we 
ſhould be governed: by thei in this'matter; who take the liberty 
to negleR,, as they pleaſe, better Tradition than they would-im- 
poſe upon us. None are to be charged with this; if it be a guilt, 
more than themſelves; For inſtance, the' three Immerſions; i. ec. 
dipping the perſons three times 'in Baptiſm) was certainly'an an- 
cient practice, and ſaid; by many Authors, to: be:an Apoſtolicat 
Tradition; and to be ordained-in fignification of the bleſſed Tri-- 
nity, into whoſe name they were baptized. And yet there is no 
ſuch thing now in uſe in their. Church, no more: than' in ours 3 
who juſtitie our ſelves, as ſhewed above, by a'true opinion, that 
Rites and'Ceremonies are not'unalterable: whictit is impoſlible: 
for them” to do, unleſs they- wilt ceaſe to: preſs the neceflity ofio- 
ther Traditions upon-us; which never were'{0: generally received, 
as this-which is- now aboliſhed. To which' may be' added-che- 
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cuſtome of giving the Excharift zo Infants, which prevailed for 
ſeveral Ages, and is called by St. Auſtin, an Apoſtolical Tradition ; 
the cuſtome of adminiſtring Baptiſm onely at Eafter and Whitſon- 
tide \ with a great heap more, which it would be too long to e- 
numerate. Nor is it neceſſary I ſhould trouble the Reader with 
them, theſe being ſufficient to ſhew the partiality of that Church 
in this matter 3 and that we have no reaſon to be tied to that, 
merely upon their Authority, which they will not obſerve, though 
having a far greater. Nay, all diſcreet perſons may cafily ſee 
what a wide difference there is between them who have abroga- 
ted ſuch Traditions as had long gone even in their Church, under 


the name of Apoſtolical 3 and us who therefore do not follow pre- 


tended Traditions now, becauſe we believe them not to be 4- 
poſtolical,” but merely Roman. He is ſirangely blind, who doth 


not ſee how much more ſincere this Ghurch is than that, in this 


regard, | 

x 4 Beſides this, we can demonfirate, that as in theſe things they 
have forſaken Traditions, ſo in other caſes they have perverted 
and abuſed-them, turning them into quite.another thing, As ap- 
pears to all that underſtand any thing of ancient Learning, in;the 
buſineſs of Purgatory 3 which none of the moſt ancient Writers 
{o much as dreamt to be ſuch a-place as they have now deviſed 3 
but onely aſſerted a Pargatory-Fire, through which all, both good 
and bad, cven the bleſſed Virgin her felf, muſt paſs, at the 
great and dreadful day of Judgment. This was the old: Tra- 
dition, as we may call.it, which was among Chiiflians 3 - which 


they have changed into ſuch a. Tradition, as was among the Pa- 


fans. 
G. But it is time to have done with this ; elſe I ſhould have in- 
fiſted upon this a while, which-I touched before, and is of great 


moment : That the Tradition which now runs in that Church, is. 


chntrary to the certain Tradition of the Apoſtles and the univerſal 
Ehurch , paxticularly in the Canon of Scripture. In which no 
more Books have been numbred by the Gatholick Church in all 
Ages, {ince the Apoſtles time, than are in the VI Article ;of Religi- 
on in this Church of England; till the late Council of Trent took 


the boldneſs to thruſt the Apocrypbal Books into the holy Canon, 
as nothing inferiour to the acknowledged Divine Writings, This: 
hath been ſo evidently demonſirated by a late Reverend Prelate 


of our Church, in his Scholaſtical Hiſtory of the Canon of the Seri« 
2” Ptures, 
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ptures, out of undoubted Records, that no fair Anſwer can be made 
to It, | | 

But I muſt leave a little room for other things that ought to 
be noted. 


II. And the next is a conſequence from what hath been now 
faid. That there being ſo little credit to be given to the Ro- 
man Church onely, we cannot receive thoſe Dodtrines of Truth 
which that Church now prefles upon our belief, upon the ac-' 
count of Tradition. For inſtance, That the Church of Rome is 
the Mother and Miſtreſs of all other Churches : That the Pope of 
Rome is the Monarch or Head of the univerſal viſible Church : That 
all Scriptures muſt be expounded according tothe ſenſe of this Chureh : 
That there are truly and properly ſeven Sacraments, neither more-nor 
tft, inftituted by our bleſſed Lord himſelf in the New Teſtament + 
That there is a proper and propitiatory Sacrifice offered in the Maſi 
for the quick, and dead, the ſame that Chriſt offered on the Crofl, In- 
ſhort, the half Communzon, and all the reſt of the Articles of their 
New Faith, in the Greed _ publiſhed by Pope Pixs IV. which are: 
Traditions of the Roman'' Church alone, not 'of the Univerſal ;- 
and rely folely upon their-own. Authority, And' therefore we re=/ 
fuſe them 3 and in our Diſputes about Traditions, we mean theſe 
things ; which we reje&, becauſe they have no foundation, either 
in the holy Scripture, or-in univerſal Tradition 3 but depend, as 
faid,: upon the ſole Authority of that Church, which witneſſes in 
its own behalf. - | (13641 11d 4 DRNt999 1 

For whatſoever is pretended, to make the better ſhew, all re- 
ſolves at laſt into that 3 as I intimated in the: beginning of this 
Diſcourſe. Secriptzre and Tradition can do nothing at all for 
them, without their Churches definition. Though their whole 
infallible Rule of Faith ſeem to be-made up of thoſe three, yet in 
_ truth; the laſt of theſe alone, the Churches definition, - is the' whole- 
Rule, and the very bottom upon which their Faith ftands. For 
what is Tradition, is no more apparent, than what is Scripture, ac* 
cording to their Principles, without the Authority of their Church, 
which pretends to an unlimited power to ſupply the dete& even. 
of Tradition it (elf. | 

In ſhort, as Tradition among thern is taken in to ſupply the de- 
fe& of Scripture 3 ſo the Authority of their-Charch is taken} in to 


apply the. defect of Tradition: but this Authority am 
| ther 
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thera, both, becauſe neither Scripture vor Tradition fignifie any 
thing, without their Churches Authority. Which thercfore is-th 
Ryle- of their Faith y that is, they, believe themſelves. 

To which abſurdity they are driven, becauſe it is made evi- 
dent by us, that there have been great diverlities of Traditions, 
and. many. changes and alterations, made, even in things called 
Apoſtolical, &c,. and: therefore they: have: no; othen way,, but to 
fly to the judgment of the preſent Roman Church, to- determine 
what are, Traditions Apoliolical, and what axe. not :: by which 
Jadgment all mankind: muli be governed; that is,, we mult be- 
lieve: them, and they believe themſelves: which: they would 
have dene well, to: have ſaid in one word, without putting us 
tothe trouble of, ſeeking for Traditions: in Books, and in. other 
Churches. But they: would willingly colbur their pretences; by 
as many fair-words as.is poſſhble, and'ſo make. mentian. of: Scrv- 
pure, Tradition, Antiquity. which when we have examined, they 
will not ſtand:ito+ them, but take ſanctuary in their. own Autho- 


rity 3. ſaying, They. are the ſole Judges what is Scripture, and; 


what: Tradition, and: what, Antiquity, z nay, have a: power to:de- 
claxe any new. point of: Eaith, which. the: Church, never: heard-of 
before. This is; the Doctrine: of! Salmeron and: others of his fel- 
laws: : That:the DoGrine: of Faith admits of| additions in eſſential 
things, For all. things were not. tawght by. the Apoſtles, but ſuchias 
mere then neceſſary and. fit for: the Salvation: of Believers. 

By: which-means: we can never know: when the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion will be perfected 3 but their Church may bring in Traditzons 
by its ſole Authority; wishout end. IE | 

Nay, ſome among them: have: been-contented: to reſolve all 
their Faith into the fole Authority of the preſent Roman Bi- 
ſhop 3 according to that famous ſaying of Cornelius Muſſns: ( pro= 
moted/by, Paul the Thick to-a: Biſhoprick.) upon the: fourteenth 
Chapter-to the Romans :- To confeſi the trath-ingennouſly, IT would 
grve greater credit to one Pope, in thoſe things which touch the myſte- 
ries of Faith,  than:to a thouſand Hierom's, Auſtin's, Gregory'sz to 
Jay nothing of Richard's, Scotus's, &c. for I believe and know that 
the Pope cannot erre in matters of Faith. Which contemptuous 
Speech he would never have uttered, to the diſcredit of theſe 
great.men whomithey pretend: toreverence, if he. had not known 
more; certainly that:the : Tradition which runs among the angent 
_ agaioſithem, than he could know the Pope to be a 
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There is no Tradition , I #m fure for that; nor for abum- 
dance of other things, which reft merely upon their own credic 3 
as is fairly acknowledged in two great Articles of their preſent 
Creed by our Country-man Biſhop Fiſher, with whoſe words k 
conclude this particular. Many perhaps have the Ieff confidence in 
Indnulgences, becawſe their uſe ſeems to have been newer in the Charch, 
and very lately found ameng Chriſftims. To whom I anſwer, that 
it doth not appear certainly by whom they began to be firft delivered. 
For the Ancients make no mention, or very rare, of Purgatory ; and 
the Greeks to this very day do not believe it : nor was the belief either 
of Purgatory or of Tndulgences, ſ1 neceſſary in the Primitive Churth, 
as it is now. And as long as there was no care about Purgatory, 110 
body ſought fir Indulgences : for all their efteem depends wpon that. If 
you take away Purgatory, to what purpoſe are Indvlgences ? Since 
therefore Pargatory was ſo lately known and received in the Cathvlick, 
Charch, who can wonder that there was no wſe of Indnlpentes in the be- 
ginning of our Religion ? 

Which is a full Confeſſion what kind of Traditimns that Church 
cortirnends unto us: things lately invented 3 their own private 
Opinions, of which the ancient Chriſtians knew nothing. In 
one word, their Tradition is no Tradition, in that ſence wherein 
the Church always underſtood it. 


IV. And what hath been ſaid of them, muſt be applied to o- 
ther particular Churches 3 though forme have been mote fincete 
than they. None of them hath any authority to commend avy 
thing as an Article of Faith unto Pofterity, which hath not been 
commended to them by all foregoing Ages, derived from the A- 
polites. For Vincentis his Rule is to guide vs all in this : That is 
Catholick, (and conſequently to be received) which hath been hetd by 


all,and in all Churches, and at all times, 


V. Which puts me in mind of another thing to be briefly 
touched 3 that the Eccleltaſtical Tradition contained in the Con» 
fellions or Regiſters of particular Churches in thefe days wherein 
we live, is not received by us, nor allowed to have the fatne Au- 
thority which ſuch Tradition had at the tire of the Nicene 
Council, for the conviction of Herefie, The joynt conſent I 
mean of ſo many Bilthops as were there aſſembled, and the una- 


nimous Confcflions of fo many ſeveral Churches of ſeveral Pro» 
by VInCes: 
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[| vinces as were there delivered, hath not now ſuch a force to in- 

duce belict as it had then. The reaſon ot which is given by the 
ſame Vincentius, who: ſo highly commends that way which was 
then taken, of reproving Herefiez but adds this molt wiſc Cau- 
tion C in the laſt Chapter but one of the firſt part of his Com- 
monitorizum, ) But you muſt not think, that all Hereſies, and always, 
are thas to be cppoſed , but onely new and freſh Herefies * when they 
| firſt riſe 1p, that is, before they have falſified the Rules of the ancient 
Faith, &c. As for inveterate Hereſges, which have ſpred themſelves, 
they are in no wiſe to be aſſaulted this way, becauſe in along tra of 
time many opportunities may have preſented themſelves to Hereticks of 
ſtealing Truth out of ancient Records, and of corrupting the Volumes 
of our Anceſtors. 

Which if it be applicd to the preſent ſiate of things, it is evi- 
dent the Roman Church hath had ſuch opportunities of falſify- 
ivg Antiquity ever ſince the firſt acknowledgment of the Papal 
Supremacy that we cannot rely merely upon any written Teſti- 
monies, or unwritten Traditions, which never fo great a number 
of their Biſhops met together (hall produce 3 which amount not to 
{o much as one legal Teſtimony, but they are to be look*d upon or 
{uſpectcd as a multitude of falſe Fitneſſes, conſpiring together in 
their own Caule. | 
f | How then, may ſome ſay, can Hereſies of long ſtanding, be 
| ' confuted? The ſame Vincentins reſolves us in this, in the ve- 
ry next words : Ie may convince them, if need be, by the ſole au- 
thority of the Scriptures z or eſchew them as already convicted and 
| condemned in ancient times, by the general Councils of Catholick, 
| Prieſts. 
| | The Tradition which is found there, muſt dire& all future 
Councils, not the Opinions of their own preſent Churches, 


VI. I will adde but one thing more 3 which is, That the Tra- 
dition called Oral, becauſe it comes by word of mouth from one 
| Age to another, without any written Record, is the moſt uncer- 
| f tain, and can be leaſt relied upon of all othcr. This hath been 
demontirated fo fully by the Writers of our Church, and there are 
| ſ{uch pregnant inltances of the errours into which men have been 

| lcd by it, that it needs no long difcourte. 
Two inltances of. it are very common, and I ihall adde a 


third. 
1, The 
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x. The firſt is that which Papias, who lived preſently after 
the Apoſiles times, and converſed with thoſe who had ſeen them 
ſet on toot. His way was, as Exſebews relates out of his Works, 
not fo much to read, as to enquire of the Elders what Saint 41- 
drew or Saint Peter (aid 3 what, was the. Saying of Saint Thomas, 
Saint Fames, and the reſt of the Diſciples of our Lord." Ard he 
pretended that ſome of them told him, among other things, that 
after the reſurrection of our. Badics, we {hall relgi a thouflnd 
years here upon Earth: which he gathered , faith Fuſbize, 
from ſome Szying of the Apoſiles, wrong underſtood, But this 
Fancy was embraced very grecdily, and was taught for two whole 
Apes, as an. Apoſiolital Tredition 3 no body oppoling it: and 
yet having nothing to ſay for.it, but onely the antiquity of the 
man ( as Euſebius his words are, L.,3.. Caps ujt. ) who deliver- 
cd it to them : yet this Tradition hath been generally firice taken 
for an impoſiurez and teaches us. no more than this; That if 
one man could ſet a-goivg ſuch a DoQtrine, and make it paſs (o 
current for ſo long a time, upon.no, other, pretence than that an 

e ſaid fo in paivate diſcourſe > we have great reaſon to 
think that other Traditions have had no better beginning, of not 
ſo good 4 eſpecially ſince they never ſo univerſally prevailed as 
that did. Tr | | 

2, A ſecond infiance is that famous contention about the .ob- 
ſervation' of Eafter which miſerably afflied the Church in the 
days of Vitter Biſhop of -Rewe, by dividing the Eaſtern Chri- 
Riians from the Weſtern. One pretending Iradition from Saint 
Fobn, and Saint Philip, the other from Saint Peter, and Saint 
Paul. Concerning, which I will not ſay, as Kigaltius doth ( in 
his ſharp note upon the words of Firmilian, who pretended Tra- 
dition for the rebaptizing of Hereticks, .) That «nder the Names 
and Perſons of great men, there were ſottiſh and {hifocat things de- 
livered for Apoftolical Traditions, by Fools and Sopbifters, But this 
I affirm, that there are many more inltances of mens forwardneſs, 
and they neither Fools nor Sopbifters, but onely wedded to the 
Opinions of. their own Chuxches, to obtrude things as Apoſto- 
lical, for which they had no proof at all. For when they knew 
not how to defend themſelves, preſently they flew to Tradition 4- 

* SS... as 3.A 
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3. A third inſtance of whoſe uncertainty we have in Irenews, 
{ L. 2. C. 39. ) concerning the age of our bleſſed Saviour when 
he died-3 which he confidently affirms to have been forty, if not 
fifty years: and ſaith the Elders which knew St. Fohn, and were 
his Scholars, received this relation from him.. And yet all agree, 
that he beginning to preach at thirty years of age, was crucified a- 
bout three years and an half after. | 
The like relation Clemens makes of his preaching but one year 3. 
which he calls a ſecret Tradition from the Apoſtles : but hath no 
more truth in it than the other. | 
Now if in the firft Ages, when they were fo near the foun- 
tain and beginning of Tradition, men were deceived, nay ſuch 
great men as theſe were deceived, and led- others into errours 
in theſe matters 3 we' cannot with any ſafety. truſt to Traditions: 
that have paſſed, men'pretend, from one to another 'until now : 
but_ we can find no mention of in any Writer, till ſome Ages. 
after the Apoſiles 3 and then were by ſome body or other, who 
had authority in thoſe days, 'called-Apoſiolical Fraditions 3 'mere- 
ly to gain them the more credit. Thus i Andreas Clefarienfir in. 
his Commentaries, upon the, Book- of Revela3ion, p. 743. ſaith; 
that the coming of * Enoch and- Elias before'the ſecond coming of 
Chriſt ( though it be not found: in.Scripture ) was a conſtant re- 
port received by Tradition without any variation, trom the Teachers 
of the Church. Oe 15 Ces IGHs ir ol BIS. . 
W hich is ſufficient to ſhew how ready they were t father their: 
own. private Qpinions npon ancient univerſal Tradition 3 and. 
how little reaſon we have to truſt 'to' that which was fo uncers; 
tain, even in the firft Ages; and therefore muſt needs be more 
dubious now. _ © © © 54 | 
[Thus T have endeavoured- to lay befbre'the:eyes of: thoſe who, 
will be plzaſed to Jook: 6ver this: ſhort Treatife; \what :they are 
to think and ſpeak” about Tradition. It i$4:calunmny toiaffirm, 
that the Church of EngJand'rejes'all Tradition'z' and I: hope 
none of her true Children arefo ignorant, as when they hearithat 
word, to imagine they molt rife 'up- anttioppoſer ir. 1” No: ithe: 
Scripture 'it, {el Fat: Fad) ja we-almit ulW-.othes:Tradis 
tions. Which ate (aboHIrltie nd apreeibleiimts thar g1rogether: 


with all thoſe things which can be proved to be Apolialicaſ by: 


the general Tcltimony of the:Church in all Ages :..nay, if any 
. thing 


[33] 
thing not contained in Scripture, which the Roman Church now 
pretends-to be a part of God's Word, were delivered to us by as 
univerſal uncontroulled Tradition as the Scripture is, we ſhould 
receive it as we do the Scripture. 

But it. appears plainly that Tuch things were at firſt but private 
Opinions, which now are become the Dodtrines of that patticu- 
lar Church 3 who would impoſe her Decrees upon us under the 
Venerable Name of Apoſtolical Univerſal Tradition z which 1 
have ſhewn you hath been an ancient Cheat, and that we ought 
not to be (o ecaſie as to be deceived by it. But to be very wary, 
and afraid of truſting the Traditions of ſuch a Church, as hath 
not onely perverted ſome, aboliſhed others, and pretended them 
where there hath been none 3 but been a very unfaithful preſer- 
ver of them and that in matters of great moment, where thers 
were ſome and laſtly, warrants hols which it pretends to have 
kept, by nothing but its own infallibility. For which there is no 
Tradition, but much againſt it, even in the Original Tradition, the 
holy Scriptureswhich plainly ſuppoſe the Roman Church may not 
onely erre, but utterly fail and be cut off from the Body of Chriſt : 
as they that pleaſe may read, who will conſult the Eleventh Chap- 
ter to the Romans, v. 20, 21, 22, Of which they are in the 
greater danger, becauſe they proudly claim ſo high a Prerogative 
as that now mentioned ; dire&ly contrary to the Apoſtolical Ad- 
monition in that place : Be not high minded, but fear. 
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CONCLUSION. 


I Shall end REA OT walk 1 brief Admonition. ring to 


our Chriſtian Praftkice. 
And what is there more proper, or more fcaſonable than this ? 


While we rcje& all ſpurious Traditions, let us be fure to keep 
cloſe. to the genuine and true. Let us hold them faſt, and not kt 


them 80. 


Let us not. diſpute « oor ſhes our of all' Reb ion, white we con- | 


deme that, which is falle © 3 nor. break all Chriſtian Diſcipline and 
Order, becauſe, we cangot ſubmit to all humane Impofitions, 
Me n, pln words, It, us not throw off Epiſcepory, together with 
apa Tyrawny.... 
the 1-9 ought-to be, the. adj Larefilh in " obſerving the Divine Tiw 
dition delivered to us. inthe Scripture; wid actontiing | to the Str 
ptu res becauſe weare.not bound to other. 
hile we contend a inft the, balf Communion, let us make 
a Conſcience to cos the whole frequently. | It: looks like Fa« 
Qion rather than Religion, to be carnelt for-that which we-mean 
not to uſe. 
In like manner, while we look upon additions to the - Scri- 
pture as vain, Ict us not neglc& to read and yon thoſe holy 


Writings. 
When we reje& Purgatory as a Fable 3 Jet! us really dread Hell- 


fre. 

And while we do not tye our ſelves to all uſages that have 
been in the Church, kt us be careful to obſerve, firſt, all the ſub- 
ftantial Duties of Righteouſneſs, Charity, Sobricty, and Godli- 
neſs, which are unqueſtionably delivered' to us by our Lord him- 
ſelf and his holy Apoſiles : and ſecondly, all the Ordinances of the 
Church wherein we live, which are not contrary to the Word of 
God; For ſo hath the ſame Divine Authority delivered, that 
the people ſhould obey thoſe that are their Guides and Gover- 
nours, ſubmitting themſclves to their authority, and avoiding all 


contention - 
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contention with them, ks moſt undecent in it (elf; and pernicious to 
Religion 3 which ſuffers extreamly, when neither Eceleſiaſtiogt 
Au Krieg, nor- Ecri:fieftioal Cuſtom, ' can end Difpates about Rites 
and Ceremonies, 

Read I Thefſ. 5. 12. Heb. 13. 17. 1 Cor. 11.16. and read ſuch 
places, as you ought to doall the other Scriptures, till your hearts 
be deeply affected with them. 

For be admoniſhed, in the laſt place, of this; which is of gene- 
rat uſe, and muſt never be forgotten, becauſe we ſhall loſe the be- 
nefit of that Coeteſfiial Doctrine which is delivered unto us, if we 
do-not ſiridtly obſerve it. That as this Evangelicel Dofirine is .de- 
Iivered down to us, ſo we muſt be delivered up to it, Thus St. Pax 
cteaches/ns to.ſpeak, ini 6 Rom. 17. where he thanks God that 
they who formerly had been ſervants of ſin, did now obey from the 
heart: that form of Doftrine unto which they were delivered; So: the 


. wordgrun in the Greek (as the Margin of our Bibles inform you) 


£5 U maps Siile.. 

This is the Tradition which we muſt be ſure to retain; and hold 
faſtabove all other 3 as that without' which, all our belief. will be 
ineffectual: l "» ; ef 

This: is the very-end for which all: Divine Truth is delivered 
unto us, that we may: be delivered and-make a ſurrender of our 
ſelves unto its: . 


- Obſerve the! force of the Apoſiles words:3 which tcll us, firft, 


that-there was'a —_— of — | em which the'A 
ſtles taught; compared here to a mould- (fo the word n/ms, form, . 
_ hg. 5 r -)- into which Metal of ſach-like matter is caft,. 
that it may! receive the figure-and ſhape of that mould, 
24/Now. he comparts the: Roman Chriſtians to ſuch duGile,. 
pliable matter they: being}; ſo delivered: or caft' into this form-or- 
mould of 'Chriſtian'Dodtrine, that they were intirely framed and. 
faſhioned according to it, and had- all the' lincaments, as 1'may 
ſay, of it expreſſed upon their ſouls. 
3. And having ſo reccived- it; they were obedient to it : for 
withowt this, .all- the impreſſions, which by knowledge or faith 
were made: upon their ſouls, were but an imperfec- draught” of - 
-what was:intended in the Chiriftian Tradition. 
4s And. it was hearty obedience, fincere compliance with the 
Divine Wil ; ſuch obcdience as became thoſe who underliood 
their Religion to be. a great deliverance and a the 
| | avery. 
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Nlavery of fin (before ſpoken of ) into the happy freedom of the 
ſervice of God. | 
5. Allwhich, Jftly, he aſcribes to the grace of God, which had 
both delivered to them that Docrine, and drawn them to deliver 
up themſelves to it, made their hearts ſoft and duftile to be caſt 
into that mould, and quickned them to Chriſtian Obedience, and 
given thema willing mind to obey chearfully, All this was from 
God's grace, and not their meritsz and therefore the thanks was to 
be aſcribed to him, who ſacceeds and bleſles all pious endeavours. 
Now according to this Pattern, Jet us frame our ſelves 3 who, 
| bleſſed be God, have a form of Doctrine delivered to us in this 
Church, exaQtly agrecable to the holy Scriptures, which lie open 
before us; and we are exhorted not onely to look- into them, but 
we feel that grace which hath brought them to us, clearly demon» 
ſtrating that we ought to be formed according tothe holy Do- 
Qrine therein delivered, by the delivery of our ſelves unto it. By 
the delivery of our mind, that is, to think of God, and our ſelves, 


and of our duty in every point, juſt as this inſtructs us. And by - 


the delivery of our wills and affeGtions, to be governed and regu- 
lated, according te its direQtionss And when we have conſented 
to this, we find the Divine grace repreſenting to us the neceſlity of 
an hearty obedicnce, to what we know and believe, and have em- 
braced as the very Truth of God. To this we are continually 
drawn and mightily moved ;. and if we would ſhew our thank- 
fulne(s for it, let us follow theſe godly motions, and conform our 
{clves in all things to the heavenly preſcriptions of this Book ; be- 
ing confident that if we do, we need not trouble our ſelves about a- 
ny other model of Religion, which we find not here delivered. 

For if you defire to know what form of Dofrine it is, to which 
the Apoſtle would have us delivered, it is certain it is a DoQrine 
directly oppoſite to all vice and wickedneſs. For herein the grace 
of God was manifeſted, he tells the Romans, in that it had brought 
them from being ſlaves of fin, heartily to obey the Chriſtian Do- 
Grine ; which taught, that is, Vertue and Piecty. 

Now to this the preſent Romaniſts can pretend to adde nothing. 
All the parts of a godly life arc ſufficiently taught us in the holy 
Scriptures. And if we would ſeriouſly practiſe and follow this 
Do&trine from the very heart, we ſhould eaſily ſee there is no 0- 
ther but what is there delivered. For whatſoever is pretended to 
be neceflary beſides, is not a DoFrine according unto godlineſs ( as 

the 
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the Apoſtle calls Chriſtianity ) but the very deſigne of it is to open 
an calier way to Heaven than that laid before us in the holy Scri- 
ptures, by Maſſes for the dead, by Indulgences, by Sandifications, 
and the merits of the Saints, and ſeveral aku ſuch like inventions 
which have no foundation in the Seriptares, nor in true Anti- 


kar is a word indeed which is very much pretended. Anti- 
quity, they ſay, is on their (ide; but it is nothing different from 
what hath been ſaid about Tradition. And it we will run up to 
the true Antiquity, there is nothing ſo ancient as the holy Scriptures. 
They are the oldeſt Records of Religion ; and by them if we 
frame our lives, we are ſure it is according to the moſt authentick 
and ancient direions of Piety, delivered in the holy Oracles of 
God. So both fides confeſs them to be. And if the old Rule be 
ſafe, that is true which is firſt, we are (afe enough : for there is no» 
thing before this to be our Guide 3 and there can be nothing after 
this, but muſt be tried by it. According to another Rule, as old 
as Reaſon it ſelf; The firſt in everykind, is the meaſure of all the reſt... 
And, as ſure as that there is a Goſpel of God's grace, they that 
walk after ths Rule ( this Divine Canon ) pou ſhall be upon them, 
and mercy; they being the true 1/rael, or Church, of God. | 
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